


  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 1 

 

Abbreviations and Terminology ..........................................................................................................  2 
Introduction to Year 11, 2025 .............................................................................................................. 3 

Courses Offered and Assessment Procedures ................................................................................. 4-5 
List of Courses for Year 11, 2025 and Year 12, 2025 .......................................................................  6-7 
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) .........................................................................  8 
University Entrance Requirements ...............................................................................................  9-13 

 Comparison of TEA/ATAR ...................................................................................................................14 
University Undergraduate Course Structures ....................................................................................15 
Alternative University Entry Pathways ......................................................................................... 16-17 
Year 12 Pathways at Hale School .......................................................................................................18 
General Courses, Vocational Education and Training (VET) .............................................................  19 
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) Certificate Courses ................................................  20-21 
WACE Awards ............................................................................................................................... 22-23 
Hale School Academic Awards in Years 10, 11 and 12................................................................. 24-25 
Essential Advice for all students and parents: a summary ................................................... 26-27 
Accounting and Finance ATAR Course  ........................................................................................ 28-29 
Applied Information Technology ATAR or General Course ......................................................... 30-31 
Biology ATAR Course .................................................................................................................... 32-33 
Business Management and Enterprise General Course .............................................................. 34-35 
Career and Enterprise General Course ......................................................................................... 36-37 
Chemistry ATAR Course ................................................................................................................ 38-39 
Chinese: Second Language ATAR Course ..................................................................................... 40-41 
Drama ATAR or General Course ................................................................................................... 42-44 
Economics ATAR Course ............................................................................................................... 45-46 





  Back to Contents Page 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 4 

 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 5 

COURSES OFFERED AND ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES  (continued)   
 
Changes cannot be made later than this except in exceptional circumstances.  Please note that some course changes, even 
though requested before the last date for subject changes, will not be possible due to the constraints of the timetable.  
When a student changes to a new course after the start of the year, that student will need to complete all the missed 
assessments in the new course. 
 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 6 

 LIST OF COURSES OFFERED – Year 11, 2025 and Year 12, 2026 - WACE ATAR    
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LIST OF COURSES OFFERED – Year 11, 2025 and Year 12, 2025 – WACE General    

 
 
*NOTE: Unlike the Year 11 Careers and Enterprise course this is not a compulsory subject in Year 12 and can be 
changed to another General Subject if you do not wish to study the Certificate IV in Business. 
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UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
To be considered for university admission as a school leaver applicant, students usually must: 
1 achieve the 
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UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
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UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS (continued) 
 
UNIVERSITY EARLY APPLICATIONS AND OFFERS (continued) 
 
The University of Notre Dame’s  Early Offer program is open to school-leavers completing an ATAR pathway. Early 
Offer applications must include Year 11 and Year 12 school reports and eligibility will be based on your predicted 
ATAR. Academic performance, co-curricular and community service activities are considered, and students must 
share their motivation for studying at UND in a Personal Statement.  Applications are submitted online directly 
through the university. 
 
Edith Cowan University  will use your Year 11 results to calculate a predicted ATAR and if this meets the requirement 
for your nominated course, you'll receive an early offer securing your place. This will be subject to you achieving 
WACE and meeting the English requirements and any other prerequisites for your course (where relevant).  If you're 
studying a Certificate IV or enabling course, or if your predicted ATAR doesn't quite meet the minimum entry 
requirements for your course, you'll still be eligible for an early offer. This offer will be conditional on you meeting 
all entry requirements for your course. You'll also need to achieve WACE and meet the English requirements and 
any other prerequisites for your course.  To apply for an ECU early offer you need to apply 
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COMPARISON OF TEA/ATAR 
 
The following table gives an indication of the minimum Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA) that was required to 
achieve a particular Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for university entrance in 2024.  The table can be 
used to roughly check an ATAR as a guide, only, to ATAR calculations for university entrance in 2025.  A TEA to 
ATAR conversion table is constructed considering the number of students with a TEA and the number of people 
of Year 12 school leaving age in the state.  An ATAR calculator is available on the TISC website: www.tisc.edu.au.  
The TEA is determined by adding the best 4 scores in eligible subjects. The maximum TEA, including LOTE and 
Mathematics bonuses is 430.  
 
For the minimum ATARs applicable to the main round of offers for university admission in 2024, see 'ATARs and 
Ranks'  available on the TISC website. 
 

ATAR Minimum TEA for ATAR ATAR Minimum TEA for ATAR 
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UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATE  COURSE STRUCTURE S 
 
CURTIN UNVERSTY 
Curtin offers undergraduate degrees within the areas of Agriculture, environment and sustainability, Architecture 
and construction, Arts and creative industries, Business, management and law, Culture, society and Indigenous, 
Education, Engineering, mining and surveying, Health, Information technology, Physical science and mathematics. 
Double degrees are available in business and law, health sciences, humanities and science and engineering. 
 
EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY 
ECU offers an undergraduate degree within each study area of Arts & Humanities, Business & Law, Engineering & 

https://www.curtin.edu.au/study/undergraduate/
https://www.ecu.edu.au/degrees/undergraduate
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/study/courses/study-areas
https://www.notredame.edu.au/study/undergraduate
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/Courses-and-Careers
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https://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/undergraduate/pathways/
https://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/undergraduate/pathways/portfolio-entry/
https://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/undergraduate/pathways/stepup/
https://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/undergraduate/pathways/special-consideration/
https://study.curtin.edu.au/applying/pathways/uniready-enabling-program/
https://futurestudents.curtin.edu.au/undergraduate/pathways/curtin-college/
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ALTERNATIVE UNIVERSITY ENTRY PATHWAYS (continued) 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA  
Notre Dame's Tertiary Pathway Program (TPP) is an enabling program designed for students who have not met 
the requirements for entry into the University’s undergraduate degree programs. Following successful 
completion of the TPP, students may gain entry to undergraduate studies in the School of Arts & Sciences, School 
of Business, School of Education, School of Health Sciences, School of Nursing & Midwifery and School of 
Philosophy & Theology.  
 
UWA  
Alternate entry schemes allow students to be considered for entry to UWA if their results in one of the standard 
entry pathways are not enough to gain admission to a course. Please view the Domestic and Integh e 
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YEAR 12 PATHWAYS AT HALE SCHOOL  
 

The purpose of a defined pathway is to provide students and parents with a clear guide to the appropriate post 
school destination for each student.  The common post-school destinations are university entry within Australia 
or overseas, TAFE college certificate or diploma courses, apprenticeships, or traineeships. 
 
There are two defined study pathways for Year 12 students at Hale School.  It is anticipated that all students will 
achieve the WA Certificate of Education (WACE) on completion of Year 12, regardless of their chosen pathway. 
 

1. ATAR entry pathway to university 
Year 12 students’ study five or six ATAR courses with a view to obtaining an ATAR above 70 for university 
entrance.  This pathway is suitable for most Year 12 students, offers entry to a wide variety of university 
courses and requires students to sit external ATAR examinations. 
 

2. 
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WACE AWARD S  
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WACE AWARDS  (continued) 
 
A VET Exhibition may be awarded to the eligible student who has demonstrated the most outstanding 
performance in an AQF Certificate II or higher. The student who is ranked first in the selection process for a VET 
Certificate of Excellence may be awarded the VET Exhibition in that industry area.  

A Special VET Award 
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HALE SCHOOL ACADEMIC AWARDS in Years 10, 11 and 12 
 
YEAR 11 CERTIFICATE  
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ESSENTIAL ADVICE FOR ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS: A SUMMARY 
 
IN MAKING CHOICES FOR YEAR 11, STUDENTS SHOULD NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  

1 You must select six courses in Year 11.   
2 It is compulsory to study an English course, either ATAR, General, Literature or EALD. 
3 You must choose at least one course from each of List A (arts/languages/social science) and List B 

(mathematics/science/technology). 

4 Choose courses in which you can achieve at least a C grade. 
5 Be realistic in your choice.  Seek advice from teachers, school psychologists and Heads of House. 
6 Choose courses which have interested you in the past and which you have enjoyed. 

7 Choose courses that are the pre-requisite courses for the tertiary courses which interest you. 
8 Choose courses that keep your options open.  In other words, choose a group of courses which cover the pre-

requisites for as wide a range of university or TAFE courses as possible.  Remember that a wide range of 
alternative pathways to university do not require an ATAR.  

9 Note the unacceptable course combinations given on page 10-11. These combinations are unacceptable in 
relation to the calculation of the ATAR.  Both courses may be chosen, but the result in only one course may 
be used to calculate the ATAR. 

10 Students wishing to pursue tertiary education with a private training provider or TAFE college should refer to 
the advice on pages 19 and 20 and the information about the CareerLink and VET Programme on page 18. It 
is important to examine the specific entrance criteria very carefully, to optimise opportunities for selection 
to the desired course.  

 





  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 28 

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE  (an ATAR Course) 
 
The ATAR Accounting and Finance course aims to make students financially literate by creating an understanding 
of the systems and processes through which financial practices and decision making are carried out, as well as the 
ethical, social, 
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BIOLOGY (an ATAR Course)  
  
The ATAR Biology course explores ways in which scientists work collaboratively and individually in a range of 
integrated fields to increase understanding of an ever-
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BIOLOGY (an ATAR Course)  (continued) 
 
Assessment 
 

Type of assessment: Biology ATAR course Year 11 
Weighting  

Science inquiry 
Science inquiry involves identifying and posing questions; planning, conducting, and reflecting 
on investigations; processing, analysing and interpreting data; and communicating findings. 
Science Inquiry: Practical 
Practical work can involve a range of activities, such as practical tests; modelling and 
simulations; observation checklists; and brief summaries of practical activities. 
Science Inquiry: Investigation 
Investigations are more extensive activities, which can include experimental testing; 
environmental and field work; conducting surveys; and comprehensive scientific reports. 
Field work or an environmental investigation must be conducted in Unit 1. 

30% 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT AND ENTERPRISE (a General Course) 
 
The General Business Management and Enterprise course gives students the opportunity to understand how 
vital business is to individuals and society, and how it impacts on many aspects of our lives. Business has a complex 
and dynamic organisational structure that requires a combination of skills, aptitude, creativity, initiative, and 
enterprise to operate effectively. In a constantly changing world, individuals, businesses, and nations must adapt 
their position in an increasingly global economy and generate the wealth to sustain economic growth. To do this, 
business requires people with strategic vision who are enterprising, innovative, and creative. This course focuses 
on the development of these skills within the business cycle, day-to-day running, and expa
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CAREER AND ENTERPRISE (a General Course) 
 
Note: Students who choose the 
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CAREER AND ENTERPRISE (a General Course) (continued) 
 
The combination of these qualifications and any other VET certificate that students are completing at Hale 
School will make students more employable post schooling. 
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CHEMISTRY  (an ATAR Course) 
 
The ATAR Chemistry course involves the study of materials and substances and the transformations they undergo 
through interactions and the transfer of energy. Chemists can use an understanding of chemical structures and 
processes to adapt, control and manipulate systems to meet economic, environmental, and social needs. This 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 39 

CHEMISTRY (an ATAR Course)  (continued) 
 
Assessment 
Teachers design school-based assessment tasks to meet the needs of students. The table below provides details 
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CHINESE: Second Language (an ATAR Course) 
 
Chinese has been taught in Australian schools since the 1950s, and experienced rapid growth in the 1980s as 
China undertook a policy of ‘open door’ and economic reform. 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/languages
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CHINESE: Second Language (an ATAR Course) (continued) 
 
Assessment: 
Students will be assessed in four outcomes relating to Listening and Responding; Spoken Interaction; Viewing, 
Reading, and Responding and Writing. Types of assessment will include Oral Communication; Response 
(Listening, Viewing and Reading) and Written Communication. 
 

Type of assessment: Chinese ATAR course Year 11  
Weighting  

Oral communication:  
Interaction with others to exchange information, ideas, opinions and/or experiences in 
spoken Chinese. 
This can involve participating in an interview, a conversation and/or a discussion. 
Typically, these tasks are administered under test conditions. 

20% 

Response: Listening 
Comprehension and interpretation of, and response in English to, a range of Chinese spoken texts, such 
as interviews, announcements, conversations and/or discussions. 
Typically, these tasks are administered under test conditions. 

15% 

Response: Viewing and reading 
Comprehension and interpretation of, and response to in English to, a range of Chinese print and/or 
audiovisual texts, such as emails, blog postings, letters, reviews and/or articles. 
Typically, these tasks are administered under test conditions. 

20% 

Written communication  
Production of written texts to express information, ideas, opinions and/or experiences in Chinese. 
This can involve responding to a stimulus, such as a blog posting, an image and/or a chart, or writing a 
text, such as a journal/diary entry, an account, a review, a summary and/or an email. 
Typically, these tasks are administered under test conditions. 

15% 

Practical (oral) examination  
Typically conducted at the end of each semester and/or unit. In preparation for Unit 3 and Unit 4, the 
examination should reflect the examination design brief included in the ATAR Year 12 syllabus for this 
course. 

10% 

Written examination  
Typically conducted at the end of each semester and/or unit. In preparation for Unit 3 and Unit 4, the 
examination should reflect the examination design brief included in the ATAR Year 12 syllabus for this 
course. 

20% 
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DRAMA (choice of ATAR 
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DRAMA (choice of ATAR or General Course) (continued) 
 
Students who select the General Couse Units 1 and 2 during Year 11 may choose to study the General 
Course Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  As there is no examination requirement for General units, this selection 
is not suitable for students who require an Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank (ATAR) but is highly suited 
to students who wish to apply for entrance to university via alternative pathways or to TAFE. 
 

Drama – ATAR Course 
ATDRA - Year 11 units, 2025:  
Unit 1 :  Representational, realist drama 
Students have the opportunity to research and collaboratively workshop, interpret and perform drama texts in 
forms and styles related to realism and representational drama. Within the focus of realism and representational 
drama, students must investigate the approach of Konstantin Stanislavski. 
 
Unit 2 :  Presentational, non-realist drama 
Students have the opportunity to research and collaboratively workshop, interpret and perform drama texts 
related to non-realism and presentational drama. Within the focus of non-realism and presentational drama, 
students must investigate the approach of Bertolt Brecht. 
ATDRA - Year 12 units, 2025:  
Unit 3 : This unit focuses on the realisation of drama text, context, forms, and styles through the application of 
selected approaches. 
 
Unit 4:  This unit focuses on the approaches to and interpretations of drama text, context, forms, and styles 
through the application of selected approaches. 
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ECONOMICS (an ATAR Course) 
 
The Economics ATAR course develops reasoning, logical thinking and the interpretation skills demanded by the 
world of work, business, and government. Through exploration of economic events and issues, students learn to 
analyse data and develop critical thinking skills. Economic literacy gained through this course enables students to 
actively participate in economic and financial decision making which promotes individual and societal wealth and 
wellbeing. 
 
Students who satisfactorily complete Economics units 1 and 2 in Year 11, would select Economics units 3 and 4 in 
Year 12.  This course is suitable for students who intend to sit the ATAR 
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ECONOMICS (an ATAR Course) (continued) 
 
Assessment 
The table below provides details of the assessment types and their weighting for the Economics ATAR Year 11 
and 12 syllabus. 
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ENGINEERING STUDIES  (choice of ATAR or General Course) 
 
The ATAR and General Engineering Studies courses provide students with opportunities to apply design 
processes, understand underpinning scientific and mathematical principles, develop engineering technology skills 
and to understand interrelationships between engineering projects and society.  
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ENGINEERING STUDIES (choice of ATAR or General Course)  (continued) 
 
Engineering Studies - General Course
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ENGLISH (Compulsory subject: choice of ATAR or General Course) 
 

http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
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ENGLISH (Compulsory subject: choice of ATAR or General Course) 
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ENGLISH (Compulsory subject, choice of ATAR or General Course) (continued) 
 

Unit 4: focuses on community, local or global issues and ideas presented in texts and on developing students’ 
reasoned responses to them.  Students: 

�x explore how ideas, attitudes and values are presented by synthesising information from a range of 
         sources to develop independent perspectives 

�x analyse the ways in which authors influence and position audiences 
�x investigate differing perspectives and develop reasoned responses to these in a range of text forms for a 

         variety of audiences  
�x construct and clearly express coherent, logical, 
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE/DIALECT (an ATAR Course)  
 
Students who select the English as an Additional Language or Dialect course come from diverse linguistic and 
cultural backgrounds and possess a wealth of knowledge through their own language, culture, and worldviews.  
The aim of this course is to build on and expand their existing knowledge base and to meet their specific linguistic, 
cultural, and educational needs through the acquisition of Standard Australian English. 
 
This course is suitable for students who wish to apply to Australian or overseas universities or go to TAFE.  The 
English competence requirement for university entrance may be met by gaining an acceptable level of 
achievement in English as an Additional Language or Dialect. 
 

The course aims to develop students’ academic English skills to develop 
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FRENCH: Second Language (an ATAR Course) 
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GEOGRAPHY (choice of ATAR or General Course) (continued) 
 
 

Type of assessment: Geography General course Year 11 
Weighting  

Year 12 
Weighting  

Geographical inquiry 
�x Students plan and conduct investigations, process, and translate information, 
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HISTORY ANCIENT (ATAR) (continued) 
 
ATHIA - Year 12 units, 2026: 
Unit 3 : Power and Authority  
This unit involves an investigation of Athens: The rise of Athens across a historical period with a particular 
emphasis on the nature and exercise of power and authority in that society. This unit requires a focus on a range 
of written and archaeological source material and an evaluation of the significance of particular individuals. 
Students examine the nature of power and authority in the society and the ways in which it was demonstrated 
through poli2.3 (e)7.8 (rio)-6.6 (h)5
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HISTORY MODERN (an ATAR Course)  
 
The ATAR History Modern course involves the study and practice of making meaning of the past with a view to 
understanding the present. It is helps us to clarify our own beliefs and values compared with those of others. 
Studying Modern History reveals the background and some of the driving historical forces behind local and global 
issues. This course enables students to consider different historical perspectives and to become critical thinkers. 
The historical skills, knowledge and understanding gained from this course inform judgements and actions in a 
rapidly changing world. History provides insights into the present, gives students an informed basis for making 
decisions and provides the opportunity to reflect on the significance of past events, people (and their actions), 
beliefs and ideas and how and why they are valued now. History inquiry also reveals that there are different 
perspectives and interpretations of past events and actions which need to be considered. 
 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 62 

HISTORY: MODERN (an ATAR Course)  (continued) 
 
Unit 2 : Movements for change in the 20th 
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HUMAN BIOLOGY  (choice of ATAR or General Course) 
 
The ATAR and General  Human Biology courses cover a wide range of ideas relating to the functioning human. 
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HUMAN BIOLOGY (choice of ATAR or General Course)  (continued) 
 
GTHBY - Year 12 units, 2025: 
Unit 3 : Coordination  
This unit explores bones, muscles, nerves, and hormones and how they maintain the body to act in a coordinated 
manner. The structure and fu
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JAPANESE: SECOND LANGUAGE (an ATAR Course) 
 
Japanese has been identified as one of the priority languages from the Asia-Pacific region to be taught in Australian 
schools in recognition of the close economic and cultural ties between Australia and Japan. Japanese has been 
taught in Australia for over 100 years and is the most widely taught second language in Australian schools.  
Through the study of Japanese, students are introduced to the language and rich cultural traditions of Japan as 
well as gaining an enhanced understanding of attitudes and values within Australian society.  In the ATAR 
Japanese: Second Language course, students learn how to communicate appropriately and effectively with 
Japanese speakers in a range of contexts both here in Australia and in Japan. In doing so, they develop a stronger 
sense of themselves and greater respect for people from other cultures.  This course progresses from the Year 7–
10 curriculum and focuses on further developing a student’s knowledge and understanding of the culture and the 
language of Japanese-speaking communities. Students gain a broader and deeper understanding of the Japanese 
language and extend and refine their communication skills. 
 
Students who select Japanese will study units 1 and 2 in Year 11 and may choose units 3 and 4 in Year 12. This 
course is suitable for students who intend to sit the ATAR examination and obtain an Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR). 
 
This course is aimed at students for whom Japanese is a second, or subsequent, language. These students have 
not been exposed to, or interacted in, the language outside the language classroom. They have typically learnt 
everything they know about the Japanese language and culture through classroom teaching in an Australian 
school, or similar environment, where English is the language of school instruction. 
 
Japanese: Second language ATAR eligibility criteria 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/languages
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JAPANESE: SECOND LANGUAGE (an ATAR Course)  (continued) 
 
Unit 4:  This unit focuses on �à�è�ý  �Z�•
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 and Future plans �Z�• , students 
extend and refine their communication skills in Japanese and gain a broader and deeper understanding 
of the language and culture. 

 
Assessment: 
Students will be assessed in four outcomes relating to 



  Back to Contents Page 

Hale School Course Handbook – Year 11, 2025  Page 68 

LITERATURE  (an ATAR Course) 
 
All senior secondary English subjects aim to develop students’:  

�x skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing 
�x capacity to create texts for a range of purposes, audiences and contexts 
�x understanding and appreciation of different uses of language.  

 

In addition, the ATAR Literature course aims to develop students’:  
�x ability to respond personally, critically and imaginatively to a range of literary texts drawn from Ausl/
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MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  (c
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MATERIALS DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY (choice of ATAR or General Course) (continued) 
 

OR 
 

Materials Design and Technology Wood or Metal - General Course 
GEMDTW /M - Year 11 units , 2025:  
Unit 1 : Students interact with a variety of items that have been specifically designed to meet certain needs. 
Students are introduced to the fundamentals of design. They learn to communicate various aspects of the 
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MATHEMATICS (choice of ATAR or General Courses) 
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MEDIA PRODUCTION AND ANALYSIS  (an ATAR Course) 
 
Year 11 ATAR Media Production and Analysis welcomes students to Hale’s new state-of-the art production 
studios and classrooms. This versatile multimedia facility gives students many opportunities to learn to operate 
4K digital cameras, lighting grids, microphones, Steadicams, teleprompters, green screen technology and a range 
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MEDIA PRODUCTION AND ANALYSIS  (an ATAR Course) (continued) 
 
Assessment  
Practical Component: Two media productions (50%) 
Written component: Four response tasks, two exams (50%) 
 
Assessment table – Year 1 1 
 

Type of assessment Weighting  

Production 
Extended production project which can be completed as either a single task or as separate 
tasks. 
Students explore ideas through creative processes to achieve aesthetic value in production. 
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MUSIC (an ATAR Course)  (continued) 
 
ATMUS - Year 12 units, 2025 
Unit 3  
Students continue to engage in music-making as performers and/or composers, individually and collaboratively. 
They continue to develop and consolidate their music literacy, learning how the elements and characteristics of 
music can be applied, combined, and manipulated when performing, composing, listening to and analysing music. 
Music analysis theme: Identities. What can music tell us about people? Through the journey of critically 
considering how music can be used as a powerful form of expression, students explore the potential for music to 
communicate identity. 
Students analyse and understand ways in which the elements and characteristics of music can be applied 
to express: 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION ( a General Course) 
 
Through interaction with the natural world, Outdoor Education aims to develop an understanding of our 
relationships with the environment, others, and ourselves. The Outdoor Education General course focuses on 
outdoor activities in a range of environments, including mountain biking, sailing, white water kayaking, canoeing, 
and camping. It provides students with an opportunity to develop essential life skills and physical activity skills, 
and an opportunity to develop a comprehensive understanding of the environment and develop a positive 
relationship with nature. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable 
them to pursue personal interests and careers in outdoor pursuits, leadership, environmental management, or 
eco-tourism. 
 
The Outdoor Education General course is based on an experiential learning cycle. This cycle is made up of three 
stages: plan, do and review.  Students plan for outdoor experiences, participate in these experiences, and reflect 
on their involvement.  As part of this course, they will participate in one or two outdoor adventure activities which 
are non-competitive and contain some element of risk.  This will include at least one single-day excursion and a 
minimum of one overnight expedition in a natural environment. 
 
As there is no examination requirement for General units, The General Outdoor Education course cannot count 
towards an Australian Tertiary Entrance Rank (ATAR) but is highly suited to students who wish to apply for 
entrance to university via alternative pathways or to TAFE. 
 
Outdoor Education – General Course 
GEOED - Year 11 units, 2025: 
Unit 1: Experiencing the outdoors  (Mountain Biking) 
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PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS ( an ATAR course) 
 
Philosophical thought shapes what people think, what they value, what they consider to be true, and how they 
engage with others and the world around them. It is one of the foundations of all academic disciplines. It seeks to 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION STUDIES ( choice of ATAR or General Course) 
 
Physical Education contributes to the development of students’ physical, social, and emotional growth.  In the 
ATAR and General Physical Education Studies courses students learn about physiological, psychological, and 
biomechanical principles, and apply these to analyse and improve personal and group performances in physical 
activities.  
 
Throughout the course, students learn through integrated written, oral, and active learning experiences. The 
course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable them to pursue personal 
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PHYSICS  (an ATAR Course) 
 
Physics is a fundamental science that endeavours to explain all the natural phenomena that occur in the universe. In 
the ATAR Physics course students will learn how energy and energy transformations can shape the environment from 
the small scale, in quantum leaps inside an atom’s electron cloud, through the human scale, in vehicles and the human 
body, to the large scale, in interactions between galaxies. Students have opportunities to develop their investigative 
skills and use analytical thinking to explain 
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POLITICS AND LAW  (an ATAR Course) 
 
The ATAR Politics and Law course involves the study of decision-making concerning society’s collective future. 
Knowledge of the principles, structures, institutions, and processes of political and legal systems is developed in 
this course. Students are challenged to critically evaluate the effectiveness of: 
 

�x political systems through comparing liberal democratic systems (Australia, Britain, and US) and non-
democratic systems (North Korea and China) of government; and 

�x legal systems through investigating the adversarial civil and criminal law processes in Western Australia 
and drawing comparisons with a non-common law (inquisitorial) system. 

 
Students are encouraged to follow current affairs. News stories about politics and law are frequently drawn 
upon to illustrate the course theory. Recent state/federal parliamentary elections (Australia & US) and 
Presidential elections (US) are used to study different electoral systems. 
 
The skills and values developed in the ATAR Politics and Law course allow students to become informed, active, 
and effective participants in the political and legal systems that affect their lives.  
 
This course provides a valuable background for students who are interested in careers in the law, politics, public 
service, international relations, foreign affairs, teaching, journalism, and commerce. 
 
This course is suitable for students who intend to sit the ATAR examination and obtain an Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR). 
 

Politics and Law – ATAR Course 
AEPAL - Year 11 units, 2025:  
Unit 1 : Democracy and the rule of law    
This unit content examines the principles of a liberal democracy; the legislative, executive, and judicial structures 
and processes of Australia’s political and legal system; the functioning of a non-democratic system; and the 
processes of a non-common law system. Political and legal developments and contemporary issues (the last 
three years) are used to provide a framework for the unit. Essential to the understanding of democracy and the 
rule of law are the separation of powers doctrine, sovereignty of parliament, division of powers, representative 
government, responsible government, constitutionalism, federalism, and judicial independence. 
  
Unit 2 : Representation and Justice    
This unit examines the principles of fair elections; the electoral and voting systems in Australia since Federation, 
referring to a recent (the last ten years) election in Australia; the electoral system of another country; an analysis 
of the civil and criminal law processes in Western Australia; and an analysis of a non-common law system. 
Political and legal developments and contemporary issues (the last three years) are used to provide a framework 
for the unit. Essential to the understanding of representation and justice are the principles of fair elections, 
participation, and natural justice. 
ATPAL - Year 12 units, 2025: 
Unit 3 : Political and Legal Power        
This unit examines various aspects of the political and legal system established by the Commonwealth 
Constitution (Australia), including the roles and powers of the legislative, executive and judicial branches of 
governm.5 
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POLITICS AND LAW (an ATAR Course) (continued) 
 
Unit 4: Accountability and Rights  
This unit examines the structures, processes, and procedures of accountability in relation to the legislative, 
execss
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VISUAL ARTS (choice of ATAR or General Course) (continued) 
 
GTVAR - Year 12 units, 2025 :  
Unit 3:  The focus for this unit is inspirations. Students become aware that artists gain inspiration and generate 
ideas from diverse sources, including what is experienced, learned about, believed in, valued, imagined, or 
invented. The breadth of this focus allows choice of learning contexts that are related to students' interests. In 
this unit, students develop their knowledge and understanding of visual language and apply this to both art 
making and art interpretation. Through exploration, investigation, and experimentation, they develop skills in 
inquiry, recording observations and manipulating media to create artworks in selected art forms. Students, 
through research and/or first-hand experience of artworks and art making, actively engage in perception, 
research, reflection, and response and consider the ways in which artists, past and present, have been inspired to 
develop artworks. They are given opportunities to present or exhibit their work, to describe their source(s) of 
inspiration and to evaluate the process and success of their finished artworks. 
 
Unit 4:   The focus for this unit is investigations. Students explore and develop ideas through the investigation of 
different artists, art forms, processes, and technologies. Students investigate spontaneous and analytical styles of 
drawing, experimenting with a range of media and techniques. They further develop their knowledge and 
understanding of visual language and apply this to both art making and art interpretation. In particular, students 
explore the expressive potential of media techniques and processes, considering their inherent qualities in the 
development and presentation of their artworks. They investigate ways to document their thinking and worki
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POST SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 2024 – YEAR 12 STUDENTS, 202 3 
 
The destination survey for the 209 Year 12 Hale School students of 2023 shows the remarkable variety of 
university courses our students have embarked upon.  Some have enrolled in apprenticeships, other training 
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POST SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 2024 – YEAR 12 STUDENTS, 202 3 (continued) 
 
The operation of the course and career advice process is collaborative, involving the contribution of the Head of 
Career Development, Director of Studies and Curriculum and the ten Heads of House.  
 
The process includes: 

�x ‘All Universities’ Evening’, held annually, in which representatives from the six local universities (CQ 
University, Curtin, ECU, Murdoch, Notre Dame and UWA) hold a joint presentation on their courses, entry 
criteria, scholarships and the distinctive educational opportunities each offers. 

�x   

https://haleschoolit.sharepoint.com/pastoral/careers/sitepages/Home.aspx
https://haleschoolit.sharepoint.com/senior/year12/careerlink/sitepages/Home.aspx
https://haleschoolit.sharepoint.com/senior/year12/workexperience/sitepages/Home.aspx


https://student.scsa.wa.edu.au/student-portal
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://www.tafeinternational.wa.edu.au/
http://www.canningcollege.wa.edu.au/
http://www.northlake.wa.edu.au/
http://www.cyriljackson.wa.edu.au/
http://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/
http://www.education.gov.au/
https://myfuture.edu.au/
http://joboutlook.gov.au/
http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/
http://www.cciwa.com/apprenticeship-support-australia
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USEFUL INTERNET ADDRESSES (continued) 
 
Services/Information  
 


